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rule many subjects and possess numerous coconut trees.   I
beseech you come ashore here.'    Then, aside to the oarsman,
1 Paddle very gently towards the shore.'    The fish, being
persuaded by such eloquence, began to swim with the canoe
until they reached rather shallow water.    Not for a moment
had the orator stopped his harangue, but now he turned to
his friend, saying, ' Do you see that small fish in the midst
of the others ?    That is their king.    Jump into the water
and throw him into the canoe.'    This was no sooner done
than a great tumult arose amongst the other fishes.    They
darted to and fro in search of their little one ; many in their
excitement stranded themselves on the sandy beach ;  whilst
others were washed back into the shallow water.    These at
once made off seaward, and the men thought they had lost
them ;  but back they soon rushed, and stranded themselves
as the others had done.    The men lost no time in dragging
them to higher and drier ground.    A shoal has since been
caught in exactly the same way at the north of Uvea ;  and I
believe this also happens at times on the neighbouring islands
of New Hebrides." 1
Speaking of the Eskimo between Slave Lake and the
Arctic Ocean, Mr. Stefansson, who lived amongst them, tells
us :  "I learned also why it is that animals allow themselves
to be killed by men.    The animals are much wiser than men,
and know everything in the world, including the thoughts of
men ;   but there are certain things which the animals need,
and which they can only get from men.    The seals and
whales live in the salt water, and are therefore continually
thirsty.    They have no means of getting fresh water, except
to come to men for it.    A seal will therefore allow himself
to be killed by the hunter who will give him a drink of water
in return :  that is why a dipperful of water is always poured
into the mouth of a seal when he is brought ashore.    If
a hunter neglects to do this, all the other seals know about it,
and no other seal will ever allow himself to be killed by that
hunter, because he knows he is not going to get a drink.
Every man who gives a seal a drink of water, and keeps this
implied promise, is known by the other seals as a depend-
1 E. Hadfield, Among the Natives of the Loyalty Group (London, 1920),
pp. 96 jy.